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South Zone Cultural  Centre –Thanjavur- Annual Report 2019-20 

Annual Activities Report  

     The South Zone Cultural Centre at Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu established as a 

Society under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, came into 

existence on 31st January 1986 with the objective to integrate people of India 

through Culture, Art and Heritage. The Centre has jurisdiction over the states 

of Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Union 

Territories Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep and Puducherry.  

     During the Year 2019-20 the South Zone Cultural Centre, Thanjavur has 

arranged 177  programmes. 12272 artistes from various parts of the country 

have been paid for their participation in various programmes conducted 

during the year.  These programmes could be conducted successfully with the 

active participation and support of each Member State.  Some of the 

programmes organised are highlighted below: 

 1. ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORT AND REVIEW OF THE PROGRAMMES             
     CONDUCTED DURING THE YEAR 2019-2020 
 

      During the Year 2019-20 the South Zone Cultural Centre, Thanjavur has 

conducted 177 Cultural Programmes in which 12272 numbers of artistes have 

participated. The following is a comparative statement of programmes 

conducted in various States/Union Territories during the year 2019-2020.   
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Sl.No State/ UT 2019-20 

(From 01.04.2019 to 

31.03.2020) 

1 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 3 

2 Andhra Pradesh 6 

3 Karnataka 20 

4 Kerala 15 

5 Lakshadweep 0 

6 Puducherry 19 

7 Tamil Nadu 91 

8 Telangana 4 

9 Other Zones 19 

 Total 177 
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 Artistes from Member States performed during the year 2019-2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sl.No. Artistes  from 

State/UT 

Male Female 3rd Gender Total  

1 Andaman & Nicobar 26 27 0 83  

2 Andhra Pradesh 248 22 0 270  

3 Karnataka 755 127 0 882  

4 Kerala 456 207 0 663  

5 Lakshadweep 0 0 0 0  

6 Puducherry 1482 428 0 1910  

7 Tamil Nadu 4102 2012 0 6114  

8 Telangana 288 151 0 439  

 Total 7387 2974 0 10361  
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Artistes from Other States performed during the year 2019-2020 

Sl.No State/UT Male Female 
3rd 

Gender 
Total 

1 Arunachal Pradesh 39 81 0 120 

2 Assam 90 75 0 165 

3 Chhattisgarh 60 0 0 60 

4 New Delhi 9 6 0 15 

5 Gujarat 119 19 0 138 

6 Haryana 56 34 0 90 

7 Himachal Pradesh 15 0 0 15 

8 Jammu & Kashmir 78 62 0 140 

9 Jharkhand 18 12 0 30 

10 West Bengal 113 6 0 119 

11 Madhya Pradesh 103 60 0 163 

12 Maharashtra 118 56 0 174 

13 Manipur 68 37 0 105 

14 Meghalaya 54 21 0 75 

15 Mizoram 41 34 0 75 

16 Nagaland 25 20 0 45 

17 Odisha 182 26 0 208 

18 Punjab 13 0 0 13 

19 Rajasthan 55 46 0 101 

20 Sikkim 8 7 0 15 

21 Tripura 16 29 0 45 

 Total 1280 631 0 1911 
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South Zone Cultural  Centre –Thanjavur- Annual Report 2019-20 

The Abstract of artistes performed in various programmes conducted by 
SZCC are as below: 
 

2019-20 

Sl.No States Male Female 
3rd  

Gender 
Total 

1 Member States 7387 2974 0 10361 

2 Other States 1280 631 0 1911 

 Total 8677 3605 0 12272 

 

STATEWISE EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 2019-20 AND STATEWISE BUDGET 

PROPOSED FOR THE YEAR 2020-21 

 Sl.No States/UT 2019-20 

(Rs. In Lakhsa) 

Incurred 

1 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 22.16 

2 Andhra Pradesh 21.97 

3 Karnataka 61.15 

4 Kerala 30.19 

5 Lakshadweep 0 

6 Puducherry 34.94 

7 Tamil Nadu 316.43 

8 Telangana 12.59 

9 Other Zones 33.73 

 Total 533.16 
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Programmes conducted in collaboration with District Administrations/Art 

and Culture Departments/Other Governmental /Non Governmental 

Organisations 

Cultural Programme held at MEPZ, Chennai – 26.4.2019 

 On the request from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry MEPZ-

Special Economic Zone, Tambaram, Chennai, South Zone Cultural Centre had 

sent one Bharathanatyam performances led by Shri. Dr. S.K. Vivekananda 

Bhaskar and Dummy Horse, Karagam, Kavadi led by Shri. M. Jothilingam to 

this festival.  

Summer Festival 2019 at Yercaud – 31.5.2019 – 2.6.2019 

 The District Administration, Salem organised Summer Festival at 

Yercaud from 31.5.2019 to 2.6.2019.  Melattur Bhagavatha Mela Natya Natak 

Trust, Chennai organised 9 day Bhagavata Mela Annual Narasimha Jayanthi 

Mahotsav 2019 at Melattur from 14.5.2019 to 22.5.2019.  South Zone 

Cultural Centre  arranged  two folk troupes viz. Dollukunitha from Karnataka 

led by Shri. Beeresh and Kaaliyattam, Thappattam, Oyilattam from 

Puducherry led by Shri. M. Soundarajan to this festival. Tourists, Thousands of 

people in and around village and hill areas witnessed and enjoyed the festival. 

Summer Festival 2019 at Ooty – 26.5.2019 31.5.2019 

 The District Administration, Nigiris organised Summer Festival at Ooty 

from 26.5.2019 to 31.5.2019.  On the request from the District 

Administration, Nilgiris, South Zone Cultural Centre had sent Dollukunitha 

from Karnataka led by Shri. N.I. Manjunath, Kolkali, Chardukuthikali & 

Thiruvathirakali from Kerala led by Shri. C. Santhosh, Mathrui, Lambadi from 

Telangana led by Shri. D. Praveen Kumar, Tiger Dance from Andhra Pradesh 

led by Shri. R. Venkat Rao, Siddhi Dance from Karnataka led by Smt. Julliana, 

Silambattam from Puducherry led by Shri. Palanivel to this festival. Tourists, 

Thousands of people in and around village and hill areas witnessed and 

enjoyed the festival. 
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Tribal Cultural Programme during Summer Festival at Raj Bhavan, Chennai -

17.5.2020 

  On the request from Raj Bhavan, Chennai, South Zone Cultural Centre 

organized Tribal Cultural Programme during Summer Festival at Raj Bhavan, 

Chennai on 17.5.2020.  Hon’ble Governor of Tamil Nadu and Chairman, 

SZCC presided over the festival.  South Zone Cultural Centre presented Tribal 

Dances Viz.  Thoda Dance, Paduga Dance, Mulla Kurumba Kollattam, 

Bettakurumba, Kothar Dance, Irula Dance and Kattunayakkan dance.  

Bhagavata Mela Annual Narasimha Jayanthi Mahotsav 2019 – 14.5.2019-

22.5.2019 

 Melattur Bhagavatha Mela Natya Natak Trust, Chennai organised 9 day 

Bhagavata Mela Annual Narasimha Jayanthi Mahotsav 2019 at Melattur from 

14.5.2019 to 22.5.2019.  South Zone Cultural Centre arranged Bhagavata 

Mela Dance Drama troupe led by Shri. S. Gopi, Yuva Puraskar awardee 

presented on 17.5.2019.  This rare dying traditional art form of Bhagavata 

Mela was witnessed by thousand of people in and around village and 

appreciated by one and all. 

Bhagavata Mela  Yakshagana Mahotsav 2019 at Melattur on 28.5.2019 

 Bagavata Mela Natya Nataka Sangam, Melattur organised Bhagavata 

Mela Yakshagana Mahotsav 2019 at Melattur on 28.5.2019.  South Zone 

Cultural Centre presented ‘Seetha Kalyanam” – Bhavatha Mela Traditional 

Natakam to this festival. Thousands of people in and around village attended 

and appreciated by one and all. 

Drama  Festival at Aduthurai, Tamil Nadu – 29.5.2019 

 Sri Sankaranarayana Sabha, Aduthurai organised Drama Festival at Sri 

Sankara Narayana Sabha, Aduthurai, Thanjavur from 29.5.2019 to 2.6.2019.  
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South Zone Cultural Centre presented Ponniyin Selvan by Kalaiselvam Sambu 

on 29.5.2019. Hundreds of people witnessed and enjoyed the programme. 

Vyasa Bharatha, Veda, Aagama, Shilpa Kalaathi Sathas at Kamakoti Triveni 

Patasala, Sri Ram School Campus, Omanthur, thenkodipakkam – 5.6.2019 – 

10.6.2019 

Hindu Samaya Kalai Kalachara Vizha, Vyasa Bharatha, Veda, Aagama, 

Shilpa Kalaathi Sathas and Photo cum Book Show on Temples of South Arcot 

held at Kamakoti Peetam, Omanthur Camp, Sri Ram Senior School, Omanthur, 

Thenkodipakkam held  from 5.6.2019 to 10.6.2019.   

On behalf of the Department of Art and Culture, Government of 

Puducherry,  Villupaatu, Kaaliyattam, Mayilattam, Silambattam / Tiger Dance, 

Pambai, Udukkai, Karagamattam, Oyilattam, Kollattam, Therukoothu 

performances held during the festival.  Scholars in the Vedas, Scholars in the 

Saivism, Vaishnavam & Pancharathram Siva Agama, leaned Vaishavas, 

Purohits, Scholars in Astrology, Ooduvars, Musicians, Folk Artistes from Tamil 

Nadu and Puducherry participated in the festival.  This Vyasa Bharatha, Veda, 

Aagama, Shilpa Kalaathi Sathas 2019 organised under the head of Jagadguru 

Poojya Sri Sankara Vijayendra Saraswathi Sankaracharya Swamigal, 

Seventieth Peetadhipathi of Kanchi Mamakoti Peedam. 

International Yoga Day – 21.6.2019 

Under the direction of Ministry of Culture, Government of India, South 

Zone Cultural Centre in association with District Education Department, 

organised 5th International Yoga Day & World Music Day on 21.6.2019  in the 

premises of SZCC.   1300 school students and more than 50 Teachers 

participated in the Yoga Training. 
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Cultural Programme at Bharathiya Vidhya Bhavan, Trichy – 13.7.2019 

 Bharathiya Vidhya Bhavan, Trichy Kendra organised its 8th Anniversary 

Celebration at Vasantham Hall, Hotel Sangam, Trichy on 13.7.2019.  South 

Zone Cultural Centre presented  the  Classical Music Concert – Instrumental 

Programme on Guru Samarpanam to Mahaperiyava by “Padmabhushan’, 

‘Grammy Awardee’ Shri. T.H. Vikku Vinayakram.   More than 200 Art lovers 

witnessed and enjoyed the programme. 

Hogenakkal  Aadiperukku Festival – 3.8.2019 to 5.8.2019 

 The District Administration, Dharmapuri organised Hogenakkal  

Aadiperukku Festival at Hogenakkal from 3.8.2019 to 5.8.2019.  On the 

request from the District Collector, Dharmapuri, the South Zone Cultural 

Centre has arranged Kollattam, Thiruvathirakali from Kerala led by Ms. V.M. 

Ranjitha, Pooja Kunitha from Karnataka led by Shri. Parthasarathi and 

Mathuri, Lambadi from Telangana led by Shri. G. Ashok Kumar from 

Hyderabad. The performances presented by the Folk  Artistes were 

appreciated by one and all. 

Aathi Varadhar Vaibhavam at Arumighu Nagrishwarar Temple Exhibition 

Ground, Kancheepuram from 29.6.2019  to 12.8.2019 

 The District Administration, Kancheepuram in association with South 

Zone Cultural Centre organised cultural performances during the Aathi 

Varadhar Vaibhavam held  at Arumighu Nagrishwarar Temple Exhibition 

Ground, Kancheepuram from 29.6.2019  to 12.8.2019. South Zone Cultural 

Centre had sent Villupaatu, Therukoothu, Folk Songs and Karagam, Kavadi 

performance during the festival.  Lakhs of people witnessed and enjoyed the 

festival daily. 
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National Folk Festival 2019 at Hindusthan Institute of Technology & Science 

at HITS, Chennai –  8.8.2019 – 10.8.2019 

 South Zone Cultural Centre, Thanjavur in collaboration with Hindusthan 

Institute of Technology & Science (Deemed University), Chennai organised 

National Folk Festival 2019 at  MGR Auditorium, HIT Campus, Chennai from 

8.8.2019 to 10.8.2019.  10 folk  art forms from different parts of India 

participated during the festival.  Prof. M. Balasubramoniam, Director, SZCC 

has delivered the welcome address.  Dr. K.P. Issac, Vice Chancellor , HITS has 

given the felicitation address. Dr. Mrs. Elizabeth Verghese, Chancellor, HITS 

has given the presidential address.  Dr. G. Ilavazhagan, Director-International 

Affairs, HITS has rendered vote of Thanks.  Folk Arts viz. Phag & Ghoomer 

from Haryana, Pooja Kunitha from Karnataka, Bhadhai & Baredi from Madhya 

Pradesh, Siddhi Dhamal from Gujarath, Kaaliyattam from Puducherry, Bihu 

from Assam, Chaau Dance from Jharkhand, Theyyam from Kerala, 

Deveraattam, Oyilattam and Sevaiyattam from Tamil Nadu, Lavani from 

Maharashtra performed by the eminent artistes from all over India.  

Thousands of College Students of HITS witnessed and enjoyed the 

programme and it was appreciated by each and every one. 
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National Cultural Festival 2019 at Vellore  Institute of Technology, Chennai  

–  11.8.2019 – 13.8.2019 

 South Zone Cultural Centre, Thanjavur in collaboration with VIT, 

Chennai  organised National Cultural Festival 2019 at  ABI – 7th Floor 

Auditorium, VIT Chennai Campus from 11.8.2019 to 13.8.2019.  10 Folk 

Groups from various parts of India exhibited their talents and presented 

dance performances during the 3 days. Shri K. Pandiarajan,  Honourable 

Minister for Tamil Official Language and Tamil Culture, Government of 

Tamilnadu was the Chief Guest. Shri. P. Benjamin, Minister for Rural 

Industries, Government of Tamil Nadu presided over the function.  Folk Arts 

viz. Bhadhai Nritya & Nauratta from Madhya Pradesh led  by Shri. Dilip 

Sandela, Phag & Ghoomer from Haryana led by Shri. Majoj Jale, Lavani from  

Maharashtra led by Smt. Ambika Shivram Pujari, Siddhi Dhamal from  Gujarat 

led by Shri. Sabbir, Kaaliyattam from  Puducherry led by Shri. S. Kalaiselvan, 

Pooja Kunitha & Veerabhadra from Karnatakaled by  Shri. Maraswamy,  

Jhumer Mask Dance led by Shri. Charan Sahu,  Bihu & Nabha from Assam led 

by Ms. Sagata Sarma, Theyyam from  Kerala led by Shri. Prajeesh Kumar, 

Devarattam, Oyilattam & Sevaiyattam from Tamil Nadu led by Shri. A. 

Chellasamy, Theni District performed during the festival. Thousands of 

College Students of VIT witnessed and enjoyed the programme and it was 

appreciated by each and every one. 

Remembrance Day of Mahakavi Subramanya Bharathiyar – 11.9.2019 

 The Department of Art and Culture, Government of Puducherry in 

association with South Zone Cultural Centre organised the Remembrance day 

of Mahakavi Subramanya Bharathiyar on 11.9.2019 at Bharathiyst Museum, 

Eswaran Kovil and Bharathiyar Msanimandapam, Ariyankuppam, Puducherry.  

Vocal Music by Kalaimamani Thamizhvanan, Classical dance based on 
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Bharathiyar Songs by Nalmullai Kalai Ilakkiya Perumandram held during the 

programme.  Hon’ble Minister for Culture, Government of Puducherry Shri. 

Malladi Krishnarao inaugurated the festival in the presence of Shri. Devesh 

Singh, Secretary, Art and Culture, Government of Puducherry.  Hundreds of 

people witnessed and enjoyed the programme. 

Onam 2019 – 11.9.2019 – 16.9.2019 

Bharat Bhavan in association with South Zone Cultural Centre 

organised Onam Fest 2019 from 11.9.2019 to 16.9.2019 at Palakkad on 

11.9.2019, Ernakulam, Kozhikode on 12.9.2019, Ambalapuzha,Kannur on 

13.9.2019, Pathanapuram, Payannur on 14.9.2019, Kollam and Pattambi on 

15.9.2019 and including the Onam Procession on 16.9.2010 at 

Thiruvananthapuramin Kerala. South Zone Cultural Centre arranged and 

deputed 11 Folk troupes from various parts of India viz. Khurui Lam from 

Manipur led by Shri. Armstrong, Badhai, Nordha from Madhya Pradesh led by 

Shri. Kapil Dubey, Chhere Nartay from Rajasthan from Shri. Amit, Rathwa 

from Gujarath led by Shri. Rajesh Bhai, Bangra from Punjab led by Shri. 

Harmanpreet Singh, Tappettagullu from Andhra Pradesh led by Shri. B. 

Murali, Lambadi, Dhimsa and Bhathukama from Telangana  by Shri. Anjaiya, 

Kaaliyattam from Puducherry by Shri. D. Ezhumalai, Karagam, Kavadi from 

Tamil Nadu led by Ms. T. Santhi, Dollukunitha from Karnataka by Shri. Harish 

BC, and Ruff Dance from Jammu and Kashmir by Shri. Zahi Ahamd Bhagat . 

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Kerala and Hon’ble Cultural Minister participated in 

the  inaugural and as well as the last day of procession at Thiruvanathapuram. 

Lakhs of people witnessed and enjoyed this festival . 

Bharatheeya Sanskriti Dharshan at Trichy – 27.9.2019 – 29.9.2019 

  As part  of strengthening the Youth Empowerment Project of the 

Government of India, South Zone Cultural Centre in association with 

Bharathiya Vidya Bhavan, Tiruchi organised ‘Bharatheeya Sanskriti Dharshan’ 
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at Kalaiarangam, New Mandapam, Thiruchirappalli from 27.9.2019 to 

29.3.2019.  Shri. K. Rajamani, IAS, District Collector inaugurated the festival. 

Folk Dances viz. Karagam, Kavadi from Tamil Nadu led by Shri. S. 

Muthukumar, Lambadi from Telangana led by Shri. U. Sudeer, Thiruvathirakali 

/ Kolkali from Kerala led by Shri. Athira Rajan, Ranappa  led by Shri. Rajendra 

Prasad Patra and Sahi Yatra Folk Dance from Odisha led by Shri. Bikram 

Kumar Sahoo, Purlia Chahau from West Bengal led by Shri. Nagendra Nath 

Sing Sardar, Tiwa from Assam led by Shri. Tirtha Kakati, Cheraw  from 

Mizoram led by Ms. Juliet Lalliantuangi and Wangla from Megalaya led by Ms. 

Manseng Cheran Momin presented their dances in a grand manner.  

Hundreds of people witnessed and enjoyed the programme. 

151st  Birth Day Celebrations of Mahathma Gandhiji at Gandhi Mandapam, 

Chennai – 2.10.2019 

 The Directorate of Information and Public Relations, Government of 

Tamil Nadu, Chennai has organised 151th Birth Day Celebrations of 

Mahathma Gandhiji at Gandhi Mandapam, Chennai on 2.10.2019.  On the 

request from the Director, Information of  Public Relations, Chennai, South 

Zone Cultural Centre presented two folk troupes viz. Poorakali from Kerala 

and Jodi Sanka from Odissa for this programme.  Hon’ble Governor of Tamil 

Nadu has inaugurated the festival.  Hon’ble MPs, and MLAs and other VVIPS 

and Delegations and students of various schools located in Chennai 

participated and enjoyed this programme. 

Srivari Brahmotsavam at Tirumala Temple, Tirupathi – 30.9.2019 – 

8.10.2019 

 Nine Day Annual Celebration of Srivari Brahamotsavam held at 

Tirumala from 30.9.2019 to 8.10.2019.  On the request from the Executive 

Officer, Tirumala Tirupathi Devasthanams, Tirupathi and subsequent 

directions from the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, South Zone 
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Cultural Centre deputed Folk groups from various parts of India.  Badhai 

Nrithya from Madhya Pradesh, Dummy Horse, Devarattam & Sevaiyattam 

from Tamil Nadu, Kaaliyattam from Puducherry, Veeragase from Karnataka, 

Agni Gair Dance from Rajasthan, Rouf Nrithyam from Chhatisgarh, Ranappa, 

Sahi Yatra from Odisha, Purlia Chhau from West Bengal, Dandia Raas from 

Gujarath and Panchavadyam from Kerala 

Dasara Festival  at Shilparamam, Hyderabad - 3.10.2019 to 8.10.2019 

South Zone Cultural Centre in association with  Shilparamam Arts & 

Crafts Cultural Village, Madhapur, Hyderabad organised Dasara Festival 2019 

at Madhapur, Shilparamam,  Hyderabad , Telangana from 3.10.2019 to 

8.10.2019. On the request from the Special Officer, Shilparamam, Hyderabad,  

South Zone Cultural Centre has arranged and presented  12troupes consists 

of 180 artistes from 3.10.2019 to 8.10.2019.  Velakarli from Kerala, 

Dollukunitha from Karnataka, Karagam and Kavadi from Tamil Nadu,  

Chakabathan & Rannappa from Odisha, Rout Nritha from Chatisgarh, Bhadhai 

& Navratta from Madhya Pradesh, Garba Rass from Gujarat, Bangra from 

Punjab Ghommer from Haryana, Cholia from Uttrakhand, Pharvahi from Uttar 

Pradesh, Bihu from Assam participated and presented their dances in a grand 

manner.  1000 people witnessed this programme daily and enjoyed.  

CGK Rashtriya Rangotsav 2019 

South Zone Cultural Centre in association with Ranganiranta 

Samskrithika Sangha, Bangalore organised CGK Rashtriya Rangotsav 2019 at 

Ravindra Kalkshetra Bengaluru from 13.10.2019 to 17.10.2019. 

The 5 day festival was inaugurated on 13th October 2019 at the 

presence of G.N. Mohan, eminent journalist, Thottavadi Nanjundaswamy 

Member, SZCC, Shivarudraiah award winning theatre and film Director and H 

L Pushpa. The 5 day’s event included 11 major performances 6 Kannada Play, 
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1 Marathi, 1 Malayalam, 1 Bengal, 1 Tamil Play staged during the festival 

days.  The festival also included 5 days sub events with short Film Festival, 

Gandhiji 150th year Celebration, Theatre Photo Exhibition by Thai Lokesh, 

Theatre Songs and Series talks on Gandhi and Gandhian Thoughts. 

Among 11 Plays, South Zone Cultural Centre has arranged 5 Theatre 

Groups viz. 1 Puzhdhi Mara Paravaigal, Tamil Play on 13.10.2019, Kannagathi, 

Kannada Play on 14.10.2010, Malayalam Play on 16.10.2019, Gahare Triar 

Gaan, Bengali Play on 15.10.2019, Sangeeth Devababhali, Marathi Play on 

15.10.2019 . Eminent Theatre Personalities and hundreds of people 

witnessed and appreciated the theatre performances daily. 

Cultural Programme at Air Force Station, Thanjavur – 15.10.2019 

 On the request from the Wing Commander Chief Administrative 

Officer, Air Force Station, Thanjavur , South Zone Cultural Centre presented 

two cultural performances viz. Carnatic Flue by Dr.B. Vijayagopal and 

Bharathanatyam by Smt. Abinaya Kannan. The Air Officer Commanding-in-

Chief of HQ Southern Air Command, Indian Airforce was the Chief Guest of 

the Event. The Hihger officials of the Air force witnessed and enjoyed the 

programme. 

100th year Closing of Serforji Maharaja’s Saraswathi Mahal, Thanjavur – 

21.10.2019 

 On the request from the District Administration, Thanjavur, South Zone 

Cultural Centre has sent two folk performances viz. Folk Songs by 

Aruamurugesan and Pambaiyattam by Shri. S. Ramasamy to the 100th year 

Closing of Serforji Maharaja’s Saraswathi Mahal, Thanjavur held on 

21.10.2019 at Sangeetha Mahal, Thanjavur. Hon’ble Minister, Local MLA and 

Mps participated in the festival. College Students, School gong Children and 

Research Scholars witnessed and enjoyed the programme. 
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Celebration of Anthima Pushkaram at Thirupudaimaruthur – 1.11.2019 – 

6.11.2019 

  South Zone Cultural Centre in association with  Kanchi Kamakotti 

Peedam Jayendra Saraswathi Silver Jubilee School, Tirunelveli organised 

Cultural Programme at Nambunada Swamy Temple, Thirupudaimaruthur 

Village from 1.11.2019 to 6.11.2019.  South Zone Cultural presented Cultural 

groups viz. Villupattau troupes led by Tmt. M. Mutharasi, Kalaimamani Dr. 

Sujatha and Smt. Rani, Leather Puppet Show led by Shri. R. Muthukumar and 

Nagaswaram, Nyandimelam and Karagaattam led by Shri. S. Mariappan 

during the programme days.  Hundreds of Devotees, Tourists witnessed and 

enjoyed the performances daily. 

17th Rural Technology Crafts Mela – 1.12.2019 – 3.12.2019 

National Institute of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR) of 

Union Ministry of Rural Development  organised 17th Rural Technology Crafts 

Mela at Hyderabad, Telangana from 1.12.2019 to 3.12.2019.  On the request 

from them, South Zone Cultural has arranged and presented  02 troupes 

consists of 30 artistes viz. Thappattam, Karagam and Kavadi from Puducherry 

and Kummi Kollattam from Tamil Nadu during the Crafts Mela. 

115th Celebrations of Young Men’s Hindu Association at Eluru – 20.12.2019-

25.12.2019 

 The 115th year of Young Men’s Association was celebrated at Eluru, 

Andhra Pradesh from 20.12.2019 to 25.12.2019.  On the request from the 

Chief Executive Officer (FAC), A.P. Creativty & Culture Commission, 

Government of Andhra Pradesh, South Zone Cultural Centre arranged two 

classical groups viz. Kuchipudi dance by Smt. A. Bala Kondala Rao, 

Visakhapatnam and  kuchipudi & Bharathanatyam by  Ms. Archana Punyesh. 
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Yuva Sangeetha Sahithya Nrithyotsavam at Vijayawada – 24.12.2019 – 

28.12.2019 

Kanchi Kamakoti Charitable Trust, Andhra Pradesh in association with 

South Zone Cultural Centre organised Yuva Sangeetha Sahithya 

Nrithyothsavam from 24.12.2019 to 28.12.2019. Shri. Nagaraju & Shri. G. 

Saibabu presented Nadaswaram Performance. Shri. J.S. Sriram, Kumari M. 

Sruthiranjani and Smt. Sruthiravalii presented Vocal performances during the 

festival. Kumari B. Srilatha presented Light Music- Vocal-Devotional Songs. 

Shri. Phatak & Party presented Yakshagana performances. Bharathanatyam 

by Ms. Adusumalli Kavya Chowdhary from Tamil Nadu. It was the great 

opportunity to young artistes to witness the art forms like music, dance, 

harikatha, Yakshagana etc. More than 500 Art Lovers witnessed and enjoyed 

the programme. 

National Folk and Tribal Dance Festival  (Visakha Utsav) at Vishakapatnam – 

27.12.2019 – 29.12.2019 

  A.P. State Creative and Culture Commission organised National Folk / 

Tribal Dance Festival (Visakha Utsav)  at R.E. Beach, Vishakhapatnam from 

27.12.2019 to 29.12.2019. Hon’ble Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh Shri. Y.S. 

Jaganmohan Reddy inaugurated the festival. Shri. Biswa  Bhushan 

Harichandran, Hon’ble Governor of Andhra Pradesh was the Chief Guest of 

the Festival. Hon’ble MPs and Hon’ble MLAs were participated in the festival. 

Folk & Tribal  Art forms viz. Chadaya and Ranappa from Odisha, Purlia chhau 

from West Bengal, Sambalpuri from Odisha, Thappattam from Puducherry,  

Dollukunitha from Karnataka and Silambattam from Tamil Nadu presented by 

SZCC.  Thousands of people witnessed and enjoyed the programme. 
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Yuva Sangeetha Nrityotsavam at Visakhapatnam, AP – 8.1.2020-10.1.2020 

Kanchi Kamakoti Charitable Trust, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh in 

collaboration with South Zone Cultural centre organised ‘Yuva Sangeetha 

Nrithyotsavam’ at Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh from 8.1.2020 to 

10.1.2020. Carnatic Classical, Vocal, Instrumental Music, Devotional Songs 

held during the festival. Veena Recital presented by Smt. Malla Pragada 

Jogulamba from Visahapatnam, Flute by Shri. B.V.S. Sharma from Kakinada, 

Odissi by Dipti Routry from Odissa and Vocal by Smt. Manda Sdharani from 

Visakhapatnam. Welcome Address rendered by Shri. M. Subramanyam, 

President, A.P. Kanchi Kamakoti Charitable Trust, Vijayawada. 

Mangalaasaasanam rendered by Sri Sri Sir Vijayendra Saraswathi Swamy, Sree 

Kanchi Kamakoti Peetaathipathi thro’ video Conference. More than 500 Art 

Lovers witnessed and enjoyed the programme 

Remembrance day of Dhavathiru Sankaradass Swamigal – 13.11.2019 

 South Zone Cultural Centre in association with Department of Art and 

Culture, Government of Puducherry organised Remembrance day of 

Dhavathiru Sankaradass Swamigal at Puducherry on 13.11.2019.  South Zone 

Cultural Centre presented Group Songs on Sankaradass Swamigal by Karur 

Balathandayudhapani and Therukoothu by Putliamman Therukoothu Sabha 

led Shri. R. Krishnaraj during the Remembrance Day. 

Sri Pat Brahamotsavam at Tiruchanoor, Tripathi  – 26.11.2019-28.11.2019 

 Tirumala Tirupathi Devasthanam organised Sri Pat Brahamotsavam at 

Tiruchanoor, Tripathi  from 26.11.2019 to 29.1.2019.  On the request from 

Tirumala Tirupathi Devasthana, South Zone Cultural Centre arranged three 

Folk groups. Thudumbatta, from Tamil Nadu, Singari Melam from Kerala and 

Byalatta from Karnataka.  The artistes performed in Stage and as well as 

procession during the festival. Thousands of Devotees witnessed and enjoyed 

the programme.   
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Manipur Sangai  Festival 2019 at Manipur – 25.11.2019 – 29.11.2019 

 Department of Art and Culture, Government of  Manipur organised 

Manipur Sangai Festival at Bhagyachandra Open Air Theatre, Manipur from 

25.11.2019 to 29.11.2019.   On the request from the Department of Art and 

Culture, Manipur, South Zone Cultural Centre deputed Karagam, Kavadi and 

Nyandimelam troupe from Madurai, Tamil Nadu led by Smt. M. Kasthuri.  

Hon’ble Chief Minister, Government of Manipur inaugurated the festival.  

More than 4000 audience participated and witnessed the cultural programme 

daily during the festival days. 

Bharatheeya Lok Utsav  2019 at Kerala Samajam, Chennai – 23.12.2019 – 

29.12.2019 

  South Zone Cultural Centre in association with the other Zonal Cultural 

Centres of Ministry of Culture, Government of India and Kerala Samajam 

organised Bharatheeya Lok Utsav at the Samajam premises, Chennai from 

23.12.2019 to 29.12.2019. 260 folk artistes from across the country 

participated and showcased the performed during the festival. Siddhi Dama 

from Gujarat, Panchavaadyan from Kerala, Somanakunitha from Karnataka, 

Gudumbaja from Madhya Pradesh, Lavani from Maharashtra, Leather 

Puppetry fromorganised 8 day long BHARATHEEYA SHAASTHREEYA 

VAADYOTHSAV from 22.12.2019 to 29.12.2019 at Youth Hostel Auditorium, 

Adyar, Chennai.  This festival was dedicated to the doyen of Saxophone Dr. 

KADRI GOPALNATH. India’s top ranking Instrumentalists from the Southern 

and Northern States performed in the exclusive festival organised as part of 

EK BHARATHAT SHRESHTA BHARAT. 

Thiru. BANWARILAL PUROHIT, Hon’ble Governor of Tamil Nadu 

inaugurated the festival on 22.12.2019.  Violin Maestro Prof. T.N. Krishnan, 

Mridangam Maestro Dr. Umayalpuram K> SIVARAMAN and Smt. CHITRA 
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VISWESWARAN felicitated the participants. Instrumental Music viz. Spanish 

Veena, Chitraveena, flute, Sitar, Sarod, Violin, Sarangi and percussion held 

during the festival. 

Programme during National Integration  and Leadership Camp at Tirunelveli 

– 25.12.2019 

 Science & Culture Organisation organised All India Student & Youth 

Festival during the National Integration and Youth Leadership Camp on 

25.12.2019 at the auditorium of Atomic Energy Central School Kundankulam 

Anuvijay Township, Tirunelveli District. Shri. K.R.P. Prabhakaran, Hon’ble 

Member of  Parliament, Lok Sabha inaugurated the festival. South Zone 

Cultural Centre has sent Mohiniyattam troupe by Smt. Awathy Nair and 

Silambattam troupe by Shri. Arunachalam from Tamil Nadu.   

Vaikunda Ekadesi Festival at Srirangam, Trichy – 3.1.2020 – 5.1.2020 

 The Art and Culture, Government of Tamil Nadu in association with 

South Zone Cultural Centre, Thanjavur with the help of District 

Administration, Tiruchirapalli  organised Vaikunda Ekadesi Festival at 

Srirangam, Trichy from 3.1.2020 to 5.1.2020. South Zone Cultural Centre has 

sent Nagaswaram  Recital led by Shri. Kasim Babu, Vocal Recital by Dr. Babu, 

Mohiniyattam led by Smt. Aswathy P. and Classical keyboard concert by Shri. 

Vigneshwar.  

Sankranthi Celebrations at Shilparamam, Hyderabad – 9.1.2020 

      As per the direction of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, 

South Zone Cultural Centre organised Sankaranti Celebrations at 

Shilparamam, Hyderabad, Telangana on 9.1.2020. South Zone Cultural Centre 

presented Choreographic presention consisting of 72 artistes involve 

Kuchipudi dance from Andhra Pradesh and Folk dances of Telengana. 
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Pongal Cultural  and Music Festival at Metro Stations, Chennai – 9.1.2020 – 

11.1.2020 

 Chennai Metro Rail  Limited (A Joint Venture of Govt. Of India and 

Govt. Of Tamil Nadu), Chennai organised Pongal Cultural and Musical Festival 

at  various Metro Stations, Chennai from 9.1.2020 to 11.1.2020.  On the 

request from them, South Zone Cultural Centre arranged three folk troupes 

viz. Thappattam from Tamil Nadu led by Shri. M. Selvam, Oppana and 

Thiruvathirakalai from Kerala led by Shri. Shiha Budheen and Dollukunitha  

from Karnataka by Shri. H.K. Bhoodayappa. Hundreds of Public witnessed this 

programme at all  the destination of  Metro Rail Stations in Chennai. 

Hampi Festival at Hampi – 10.1.2020 & 11.1.2020 

On the request from the Director, Kannada and Culture, Government of 

Karnataka and also recommended by Hon’ble Cultural Minister, Government 

of India, South Zone Cultural organised  Hampi Festival at Hampi on 10.1.2020 

and 11.1.2020. Dhol  Cholam, Poong Cholam,  Manipur, Bihu, Assam,  

Ranappa & Chunkvardhan Dance, Odisha, Kalbelia, Chakri,  Bavai Rajasthan, 

Thappettagullu, Andhra Pradesh and Karagam, Kavadi, Tamil Nadu. 

Sankranthi Festival at Haveri, Karnataka – 13.1.2020-15.1.2020 

      On the recommendation from the Director, Kannada and Culture, 

Government of Karnataka, South Zone Cultural Centre in association with 

Shri. Nija Sharana Ambigara Chowdayya Peetha, Narasipura, Haveri, Haveri 

District organised Sankaranthi Festival from 13.1.2020 to 15.1.2020.  Folk 

troupes viz. Dhol  Cholam, Poong Cholam,  Manipur, Bihu, Assam,  Ranappa & 

Chunkvardhan Dance, Odisha, Kalbelia, Chakri,  Bavai Rajasthan, 

Thappettagullu, Andhra Pradesh and Karagam, Kavadi, Tamil Nadu performed 

during the festival. 
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Pongal festival  held at Tamil Manram, Chandigarh - 18.01.2020 to 

20.01.2020 

   On the request from, Delhi Tamil Sangam, the South Zone Cultural 

Centre arranged Cultural Programme  during  Pongal festival  held at Tamil 

Manram, Chandigarh from 18.01.2020 to 20.01.2020.  We had sent Folk 

troupes for Karagattam, Kavadi Aattam, Mayilattam, Oyilattam, Dummy 

Horse, Nyandi Nagaswaram and Tavil from 18.01.2020 to 20.01.2020.  

Bharatheeya Shaasthreeya Vaadyotsav 2019 at Chennai – 22.12.2019 – 

29.1.2019 

  South Zone Cultural Centre in association with the Ministry of Culture, 

Government of India organised 8 day long BHARATHEEYA SHAASTHREEYA 

VAADYOTHSAV from 22.12.2019 to 29.12.2019 at Youth Hostel Auditorium, 

Adyar, Chennai.  This festival was dedicated to the doyen of Saxophone Dr. 

KADRI GOPALNATH. India’s top ranking Instrumentalists from the Southern 

and Northern States performed in the exclusive festival organised as part of 

EK BHARATHAT SHRESHTA BHARAT. 

Thiru. BANWARILAL PUROHIT, Hon’ble Governor of Tamil Nadu 

inaugurated the festival on 22.12.2019.  Violin Maestro Prof. T.N. Krishnan, 

Mridangam Maestro Dr. Umayalpuram K. SIVARAMAN and Smt. CHITRA 

VISWESWARAN felicitated the participants. Instrumental Music viz. Spanish 

Veena, Chitraveena, flute, Sitar, Sarod, Violin, Sarangi and percussion held 

during the festival. 

Folk Ritualistic Art form of Kerala  at Chennai – 25.1.2020 

 Saradhi Dance Academy of art and Culture in association with South 

Zone Cultural Centre organised 20th  Celebration of Folk Music and Dance of 

India from Kerala  focusing Kerala Folk dance and Music.  Hon’ble Minister for 
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Culture, Tamil Official Language Shri. K. Pandiyarajan inaugurated the festival 

on 25.1.2020.  Pravana Nadopaasaka Kalaimamani Brahmasri Dr. Tadepally 

Lokanatha Sarma, Ms. Kala Sasikumar, Founder and Director, Saradhi 

Academy of Art and Culture, Director, South Zone Cultural Centre felicitated 

the participated Artistes.  Spana Sangeetham, Vanishing Art form by Shri. 

Harigovindan, Chenda Melam Folk performance by Kalamandalam K. Esvadas, 

Vanipaattu by Ms. Parvathidevi and Kaikottikali by Ms. R. Varsha showcasued 

during the Folk Ritualistic programme.   

Republic Day Parade 2020 at Chennai 

      The South Zone Cultural Centre arranged Cultural performances 

during the Republic Day Parade 2020 at Marina Beach, Chennai on 

26.1.2020.  Rikambada Dance from Arunachal Pradesh, Rouf Dance from 

Kashmir and Mathuri dance from Telangana participated and presented their 

dances during the procession held at Marina Beach, Chennai on 26.1.2020. 

Republic Day Programme – 26.1.2020 

 On the request from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry MEPZ-

Special Economic Zone, Tambaram, Chennai, South Zone Cultural Centre 

deputed Bharathanatyam performances by Ms. Sujatha, Chennai during the 

Republic Day Function held on 26.1.2020  organised them. 

Kerala-Tamil Nadu Cultural Festival  – 24.1.2020 - 26.1.2020 

 Bharath Bhavan, Department of Culture, Government of Kerala and 

various cultural organisations including the Chennai Chapter of the Malayalm 

Mission, Kerala Chalachithra Academy with the support of South Zone 

Cultural Centre, Thanjavur.  Hon’ble Minister for Culture Shri. A.K. Balan 

inaugurated the festival.  Hon’ble Minister for Tamil Official Language and 

Culture, Government of Tamil Nadu Shri. A.K. PandirajanOn the request from 
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the Ministry of Commerce and Industry MEPZ-Special Economic Zone, 

Tambaram, Chennai, South Zone Cultural Centre deputed Bharathanatyam 

performances by Ms. Sujatha, Chennai during the Republic Day Function held 

on 26.1.2020  organised them. 

Birth Anniversary  Celebration of Makkal Thalaivar V. Subbaiah – 7.2.2020 

  The Department of Art and Culture, Government of Puducherry in 

association with South Zone Cultural Centre organised Birth Anniversary 

Celebration of Makkal Thalaivar V. Subbaiah on 7.2.2020.  Music Programme 

by  Shri. P. Murugavel, Nadavou Kalai Kuzhu and Puppet Show by Ms. R. 

Sundari held during the programme.  Hundreds of people witnessed  the 

programme. 

Chikkamagaluru Jilla Utsav 2020 held at Chikkamagaluru - 28.02.2020 - 

01.03.2020 

  The Department of  Kannada and Culture, Government of Karnataka 

organized Chikkamagaluru Jilla Utsav from 28.02.2020 to 01.03.2020 at 

Chikkamagaluru.  Karagam, Nyandimelam, Mayil, Maadu and Thappattam 

from Tamil Nadu, Gussadi Dance from Telangana, Kolkali from Kerala 

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB) at National Integration Camp held at    

Physical Edcuation Training College, Srinagar from 4.3.2020  to 8.3.2020 

  The 23rd  National Integration Camp organized at  Government College 

of Physical Educfation, Gadoora, Ganderbal, Kashmir from 4.3.2020 to 

8.3.2020 by  Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan, Jammu & Kashmir in 

collaboration with District Administration, Ganderbal. 250 Youths from 

Dhubri-Assam, Chandigarh-Punjab, Khurakshetra-Haryana, Bhopal-Madhya 

Pradesh, Chittorgrah-Rajasthan, Maharastra, Surat-Gujarat, Chennai-Tamil 

Nadu and Local Youth of Kashmir Division from Srinagar, Gandebal, ,Kupwara, 
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Baramulla, Budgam, Anantnag participated in the Camp. As per the directions 

of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, Tamil Nadu Folk Cultural 

Team from South Zone Cultural Centre participated in the Camp. Group 

discussions, Debates, Sharing of Experience and language, Cultural activities 

and Cultural Performances Demonstration by Tamil Nadu Traditional Artistes 

were held during the camp. 

The formal inaugural of National Integration camp was organized on 4th 

March 2020 and Jenab Shafqat Iqbal, District Development Commissioner, 

Ganderbal who was Chief Guest inaugurated the camp.  Shri. Kalil Poswal SSP 

Ganderbal presided over the function.   The teams from different states in 

their traditional costumes including Tamil Nadu Folk artistes presented 

cultural performances with great enthusiasm as youth ambassador of rich 

cultural heritage of their States which showed glimpses of mini India as unity 

in Diversity. 

On 6th of March 2020 Shri. Kiran Rijiju, Hon’ble Minister of State, 

Independent Charge, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of 

India participated in interactive Session with the participants and motivated 

them in promotion of unity, communal Harmony, National Integration and 

also thanked the artistes  came from Tamil Nadu for the first time to Kashmir.  

  The performances cum demonstration rendered by the Folk artistes 

from Tamil Nadu arranged by SZCC was  appreciated by one and all during the 

Camp. 



 

 

Sl. 

No 
State/UT 

No. of Programmes 

Approved/Organised 

During the year 2019-20 

Expenditure Page No. 

1 
Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands 
3 22.16 26 

2 Andhra Pradesh 6 21.97 27-29 

3 Karnataka 20 61.15 30-37 

4 Kerela 15 30.19 38-44 

5 Lakshwadweep 0 0.00 - 

6 Puducherry 19 34.94 45-57 

7 Tamil Nadu 91 316.43 58-107 

8 Telangana 4 12.59 108-111 

9 Other Zones 19 33.73 112-117 

 Total 177 533.16  
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT 
 

TO THE MEMBERS OF SOUTH ZONE CULTURAL CENTRE 
 
Opinion  
 
We have audited the financial statements of  M/s South Zone Cultural Centre, which comprise 
the Balance Sheet as at March 31, 2020, and the Income and Expenditure Statement and the 
Receipts and Payments statement for the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, 
including a summary of significant accounting policies.  
 
In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements of the entity are prepared, in all material 
respects, in accordance with Tamil Nadu Societies Registration Act, 1975, subject to the 
following : 
 
(a) The payment of Gratuity Act is applicable to the Centre and it is obligatory to pay gratuity 

on to the zonal staff who have put in 5 year of continuous service at the time of retirement/ 
resignation or death. ln respect of post retirement benefit viz. gratuity and Leave 
encashment benefits, as per Accounting Standard 15 issued by the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of lndia, the centre should make provision on actuarial basis every year 
towards liability for future payment of gratuity/Leave encashment. However, the Centre 
has not made any provision towards it’s liability with respect to Gratuity/Leave 
encashment benefits payable to it’s employees. Accordingly, we are unable to comment 
on the adequacy of provisions, which may have impact on the excess of Income over 
Expenditure for the year ending 31.03.2020. 
 

(b) Confirmation on outstanding debit balances as at 31.03.2020, as detailed below, has not 
been made available : 

 
a) Advances recoverable (under ‘Current Assets’) -  Rs. 66,05,905/- 
b) Shilparamam                                                       -  Rs. 72,56,286/- 
c) Advances receivable - FOI Combodia                -  Rs.   1,73,171/-. 

 
Provision, if any required, in respect of the above could not be assessed at this stage as 
also the impact of the same in the Income and Expenditure account for the year ending 
31.03.2020. 

  
Basis for Opinion  
 
We conducted our audit in accordance with Standards on Auditing (SAs). Our responsibilities 
under those Standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of 

the Financial Statements section of our report. We are independent of the entity in accordance 
with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements, and we 
have fulfilled our other responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that 
the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our 
opinion.  
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